RANKED-CHOICE VOTING LOCAL OPTIONS BILL

SHB 1156: PROVIDES LOCAL OPTIONS FOR
RANKED-CHOICE VOTING

Gives local elections local control:

. . .. Email Steph Houghton
jurisdictions that want to adopt ranked- stephanie.houghton@fairvotewa.org
choice voting can.

Questions?

What SHB 1156 does:

e For single-winner elections with 5 or fewer candidates, a jurisdiction would combine
expensive, low-turnout primary elections with a single, high-turnout general election
conducted with ranked-choice voting (RCV).

e For single-winner elections with 6 or more candidates, a Top 5 winnowing primary
would be held with ranked-choice voting before a ranked-choice general election
between the top 5.

Impacts of this legislation

Allows ranked-choice voting for code and home rule charter jurisdictions, in both
partisan and nonpartisan elections.

Allows ranked-choice voting for single-winner offices (also called instant runoff voting).

Allows jurisdictions to opt-in to running elections for multiple identical positions, like
city councilors, in a pool instead of by arbitrary “Position Numbers” that artificially
constrain choices.

Directs the Secretary of State to adopt rules with guidance from county auditors to
ensure uniform implementation and that election administrators have sufficient support.

A jurisdiction adopting RCV must implement it no later than two years after adoption
and no earlier than 2024.

Cross-county jurisdictions may adopt RCV only if another jurisdiction entirely within each
county has also adopted it (unless ordered as a remedy under the WA Voting Rights Act).

Allows local jurisdictions to choose the voting system that is appropriate for them. This bill
doesn't mandate any changes, it simply gives local jurisdictions more options.

Saves local governments money by combining primary election with general elections
where implemented.
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LOCAL OPTIONS FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS

Other ways the bill strengthens local Local Su pport
control for local elections:
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governments to adopt more accurate voting methods
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HOW LOCAL GOVERNMENTS CAN SAVE MONEY

Combine Primary and General Elections: Over 1,000 jurisdictions in Washington
could adopt ranked-choice voting and combine their primary with their general
election. If all of them did, local governments could save up to $25 million collectively
over a decade.

Why now?

While the nation undergoes attacks on democracy and voter suppression, we can strengthen our
democracy here at home. Over a decade ago, Pierce County led the way with RCV but had financial
and logistical hiccups thanks to out-dated 2000s technology. Since then, states and voting
technology advancements have showed us exactly how we can better protect people's votes.

Today, nearly 9 million Americans in over three dozen cities, as well as the entire state of Maine,
use ranked-choice voting, and six states use it for overseas and military voters. We're more
prepared now than ever. Voting technology upgrades and research have drastically improved ballot
design. Best practices in voter education are established. Multiple local and national organizations
exist to help implement RCV. Ranked-choice election results can now be tabulated within 24 hours.
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