RCV FOR PRESIDENT

Introduction

Presidential contests are typically packed with highly qualified
candidates. Voters are asked to track polls, weigh their favorite
candidates strategically, and evaluate abstract concepts like
“electability.”

Ranked-choice voting frees voters to vote honestly and
incentivizes candidates to campaign authentically.

Why RCYV for President?

PROTECTING DEMOCRACY

Ranked-choice voting increases public confidence and satisfaction with election outcomes.
At a time when many voters have concerns about how much they can trust their election
system, ranked-choice voting can offer voters more assurance that their voice matters.

MORE ISSUE-BASED CAMPAIGNING

Right now, campaigns trend negative and divisive as candidates seek ways to set
themselves apart. RCV diminishes the incentive to go negative and encourages candidates
to highlight commonalities and coalitions. It means candidates reach out to everyone, even
voters who already have a first-choice candidate, because they still want second and third
choice votes. The movement for ranked-choice voting here in Washington state includes
members of diverse political persuasions all coming together to give more power to voters.

RANKED-CHOICE VOTING IS GAINING POPULARITY

Five states already used RCV in the 2020
presidential primaries. Nevada used it for early
voters and Hawaii, Kansas, Wyoming, and Alaska
used RCV for all voters. “
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Check out this map to see other places where RCV
is already implemented!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Z2fRPRkWvY&t=2s
https://www.fairvote.org/where_is_ranked_choice_voting_used
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJ1G-7KwINE
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Case Study - 2020 Primary

LET'S MAKE EVERY VOTE COUNT

In the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, 397,334 Washingtonians mailed in their vote
for candidates who dropped out by the time votes were counted. This meant that 25% of all
votes in Washington were “wasted.” If we'd had ranked-choice voting, these votes could
have gone to the next choice of each voter and Washingtonians could have made their voices
heard.

Adopting ranked-choice voting will strengthen democracy and reinvigorate trust between voters
and their government.
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https://fairvotewa.org/supporters/
https://fairvotewa.org/supporters/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1926&Chamber=House&Year=2021
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