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Happy spring!

We're excited to share some updates, including an important news item about donuts...so read
on, mark your calendars, and plan to join us for an upcoming event this spring!

What's Up Next for RCV in Washington?

Bringing more choice and more voice to voters across our state is a marathon - not a sprint.
We're thrilled that Seattle’s upcoming use of ranked-choice voting places Washington on the
map of seven states whose largest city uses RCV! But we know that the movement for better
elections in Washington is just taking off. That's why we've been hard at work honing our
strategic plan to guide us on the road ahead for the next five years.

One thing is clear. After six years of working to pass RCV bills through our state legislature -
where, year after year, our representatives receive an outpouring of grassroots support from
advocates like you - we know that it’s time to hear directly from voters. That's why we're
setting our sights on a statewide ballot initiative.

When we launch the initiative depends on several things, including a critical first step of
gathering baseline data. Establishing a baseline is important so we can watch for any shifts
over time to understand what's working, where we need to focus, and to determine the timing
for an initiative.

How do we establish this baseline? We have two steps. First, we hold focus groups with a
diverse set of Washington voters to learn what people care about and what they think about
ranked-choice voting.

Then we use what we learned from the focus groups to create a poll so we can hear from more
voters across the state. We've started collecting this data and look forward to sharing our
learnings with you in the coming months.
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Candidate Project

And they're off!

Candidates who are running for local office all over Washington state had to file by this week -
so the race is on! And with your help, we're making sure that RCV is part of the campaign
conversation.

Every year we ask candidates to return our RCV Candidate Questionnaire and we publish the
survey results in our FVYWA Candidate Guide - so that YOU will be in the know when you vote!
Especially exciting this year, the City Councilmembers who will help implement ranked-choice
voting in Seattle will be elected this November. In that light, we're expanding our candidate
recognition project and will be sure to keep you posted.

News and Views on RCV

Ranked-choice voting keeps gaining momentum! The city of Yelm will use RCV to fill a vacancy
on their City Council; Andrew Yang visited Seattle to promote the Forward Party's platform
which includes RCV; in Port Angeles, the local League of Women Voters hosted a community
RCV mixer and presentation from FairVote Washington’s speaker’s team; and there are
rumblings of impending RCV campaigns in our neighboring states of Idaho and Oregon.

Our news highlight this month is from FairVote Washington board member Robert Poore,
whose letter to the editor appeared in the Seattle Times: “We need a new voting system, one
that provides more options on the general election ballot and incentivizes candidates to reach
out to all voters — not just their polarized base. We need ranked-choice voting.”
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Voting and Donuts in Seattle!

Friday, June 2nd is National Donut Day! First established in 1938, National Donut Day honors
the Salvation Army members who came to the aid of soldiers during World War |.

The tradition for National Donut Day is simple: eat as many donuts as you can, in as many
varieties and flavors as possible. But wait...what does that have to do with ranked-
choice voting?

Well, here at FairVote Washington, we're conducting a little experiment to find the best donut
in Seattle - another fun way to help Seattle voters get ready to start using ranked-choice voting.
We'll be sharing information across our social media channels about how you can participate.
This is one mock election you donut want to miss!
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Join Us at an Event This Spring...

RCV Roadmap: RCV and the Democratic Party - Tuesday, May 30th, 6:00pm, online.

Last month we featured leaders in the RCV movement who have successfully built coalitions on
the conservative side of the aisle to bring better elections to their states. This month, we're
proud to feature progressive leaders who are championing RCV!

Tabling at the Everett Farmers Market - Sundays, June 18th and July 2nd, in-person.
Join us at the Everett Farmers Market to talk with market goers about ranked-choice voting!
You'll get all the training you need on the spot. Just register for the shifts that work for you.

Check out our full list of upcoming events on our website Events Page.

Thank you!

We know that giving voters greater choice, a stronger voice, and a more civil, representative
democracy that works for all Americans is not only necessary, but it is possible.

Thank you for your commitment to strengthening our democracy. We could not do this without
you.

Support Ranked-Choice Voting

Thanks for reading! Please share with your friends. And if someone forwarded this to you, subscribe here.

Supporters like you are the heart of the ranked-choice voting movement, and we want to hear from you!
Send any comments or feedback here.

{{FirstName or 'Friends'}}, are you ready to help us keep the momentum building? Your support makes
ranked-choice voting in Washington possible.
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