
Dear Friend,

It’s no secret - the shape and context of the presidential election has changed dramatically and frequently in the past month.
We witnessed an assassination attempt on a former president and a historic “first” with a sitting president declining his party’s
nomination weeks ahead of a convention. We continue to believe that ranked-choice voting continues to be topical, relevant,
and helpful as we look towards November and beyond the ballot. 

Our country is ready for the temperature of politics to turn down. Americans are ready to consider their political priorities
without deep fear that their vote will lead to the precarious preservation of the United States, or its ruin. (Note: Voters on both
sides of the aisle are hearing this message from party leadership.) 

Ranked-choice voting is precisely the antidote to the challenges that our voting systems impose on our communities. Voters
are smart, capable, and should have more choices on their ballots and more voice in election outcomes. 

Our Impact 

FairVote Washington is proud to be leading the way towards making our corner of the nation stronger, fairer, and more true to
the will of the voters. Each year we make stronger strides to realizing our vision for using ranked-choice voting in Washington.
To learn more about what we did last year, check out our 2023-2024 impact report. 

Political Power 

It’s true what they say - sometimes you have to beat them at their own game. Asking legislators to vote to change the way
they’re elected is a big, uncomfortable deal. That’s why when we have candidates and elected officials who are excited about
ranked-choice voting, we team up. When more candidates who will support ranked-choice voting are elected, the more ability
we have to pass legislation. 

This year, we endorsed candidates for the first time in our organization’s history. In total, 118 candidates sought our
endorsement, and 44 received our endorsement. We’re proud to work with a diverse set of candidates across the state! 

Endorsements are different from candidate recommendations because endorsements include direct, material support like
financial donations or recruiting volunteers. For the primary, we recruited volunteers to canvass for four races - Sen. T’wina
Nobles, Ana Ruiz-Kennedy, Adrian Cortes, and Terri Niles. Voter turnout in primary elections is typically much lower than the
general elections which makes the options on our ballots in November much less representative. Until we have RCV, it’s
extremely impactful to increase primary election voter turnout in order to make our general elections more reflective of our
shared values! 

Thank you to all the volunteers who canvassed with us to turn out the vote in the primary! 

https://fairvotewa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2023-2024-Impact-Report.pdf?ms=20240728JulyNewsletter&utm_campaign=20240728julynewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&nvep=&hmac=&emci=74333c57-c94d-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=


Everybody Counts

When Secretary of State Steve Hobbs testified against the Washington VOICES Act in Olympia, he expressed concerns that
introducing ranked-choice voting would hinder English Language Learners from being able to fully participate in our democratic
process. He shared that he was not sure his mother, who immigrated to the US as an adult, would be able to both vote and
rank candidates. 

Because we were curious if others shared his concerns, we invited Washington-based organizations who directly serve and
advocate for our immigrant communities, as well as a local elected official who is also an immigrant, to have a conversation
with us about naturalized citizens and ranked-choice voting. We’re so grateful to Policy Director for Latino Community Fund,
Jake Garcia, Immigration Advocacy Director for OneAmerica, Soumyo Lahiri-Gupta, and our very own Political Director, Nilu
Jenks, for sharing their experience and wisdom. Watch our conversation here. 

While you’re listening, take a moment to learn about the organizations who joined us in conversation today! 

Latino Community Fund - The Latino Community Fund cultivates new leaders, supports cultural and community based non-
profit organizations, and improves the quality of life for all Washingtonians.

OneAmerica - OneAmerica builds leadership and organizes grassroots leaders and our allies in key areas in Washington state to
push for policy change, mobilize civic engagement in our communities and advocate for systems that welcome and include
immigrants at every level.

Food for Thought 

As we consider the context of our political landscape, we are glad to have many champions of RCV sharing their wisdom with
us. Take a look at these op-eds that stood out to us this month. 

Ranked Choice Voting in Washington’s Future | Evergreen Echo, July 16 

The rest of the country should learn from Alaska's successful ranked-choice voting experiment | Seattle Times, July 12 

On the Big Screen, and Your Screen 

If you haven’t seen Majority Rules yet, you’re going to want to find a way to see it! This documentary details the historic
outcomes of the 2022 Alaska election cycle using ranked-choice voting for the first time. It’s a thoughtful, informative, and
genuinely entertaining documentary. Last week, some of us were lucky to see this documentary and have a post-screening
conversation at The Grand Cinema in Tacoma. 
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There are several upcoming screenings in Washington, and more to come! 

On Sunday,  August 11, FairVote Washington will lead a post-screening discussion at the Roxy Theater in Bremerton. The film
will be shown again at the Roxy Theater August 13, and at the Gesa Power House Theater in Walla Walla on October 2. Mark
your calendars to see this film or reach out to us to schedule a screening at a local theater near you!  

Prefer watching from home? Host a house party! This film is a fun and approachable introduction to ranked-choice voting for
anyone - and a learning opportunity for those of us who know a lot! Please reach out to us if you’re curious about hosting a
screening! 

Your Impact

FairVote Washington is a grassroots, volunteer-driven organization. And, we are working to do something really huge -
changing the way we elect leadership! Your donations to FairVote Washington are essential to our ability to connect with
community members and lawmakers here in Washington to build the tides of change. Please consider becoming a monthly
donor at the $5, $10, or $50 level and sustaining our progress towards RCV here in Washington. 

Thank you 

As always, thank you for being a part of our journey to RCV here in Washington. 

Sincerely,

Lisa Ayrault
Executive Director
FairVote Washington
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