Fair'Vote

WASHINGTON

Dear Friend,

Americans now finally know who our choices will be for the Presidential race: Vice
President Kamala Harris or Former President Donald Trump. The third major choice,
RFK Jr., recently dropped out to avoid - you guessed it - splitting the vote. The case
for ranked-choice voting is as evident at the top of the ticket as it is right here in
Washington.

The Case for RCV

But Washington voters still don’t know who will be on our November ballot for the
Commissioner of Public Lands race. We're awaiting results of a hand recount in that
close contest. In our state, the Top Two vote-getters advance out of the primary,
regardless of party affiliation. But without ranked-choice voting, vote-splitting in a
crowded primary can (and too often does) wreak havoc with voters’ wishes.

In this year’s Lands Commissioner race, 57% of primary voters preferred one of the
five Democrats, while 43% preferred one of the two Republicans. Pending the
results of the recount, the_evenly divided vote risks a surprising outcome: it's
possible that only the two Republicans will advance to the general election, which
would leave a majority of voters without a candidate who represents their values
on the November ballot.
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And while this particular race risks locking Democrats out of the general election,
under our current Top Two system unrepresentative outcomes like that regularly
harm voters and candidates from both major parties.

Expanding our Top Two to a Top FIVE system would solve Washington'’s
recurring problems of party lockouts, too-limited voter choice, negative
campaigning, and “lesser of two evils” dilemmas for voters. Five candidates would
advance after the primary, instead of two. With Top Five we'd keep all the best
features of our current system while expanding voter choice in November. Voters
would rank their choices to ensure that winners really do have the broadest
possible support.

On to November!

Even with the spotlight on the Lands Commissioner race and the national political
scene, our attention is also placed on the many critical races happening right here
in Washington. We're thrilled that 31 of the 37 candidates we endorsed in
the primary are advancing to the general election. Congratulations to all of
our RCV champions! We'll be inviting you to join us to help them win in
November.
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Ranked choice voting pushes
candidates to speak to all voters and
helps ensure that all voices are heard. It
makes our democracy stronger. That’s
why I’'ve been a proud supporter of

ranked choice voting for many years.
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RCV Headlines

Across the US, conversations about ranked-choice voting are growing! Here are
three of our favorite recent news reads:

Open primary and ranked-choice voting_is good for conservatives, Wasilla, and
Alaska AK State Rep. Jesse Sumner (R), Must Read Alaska (AK) (8/17)
“Our state’s electoral system should reflect these values [of independence, fairness,
and resilience], ensuring that every Alaskan'’s voice is heard and that our leaders
represent the broadest possible support. Open primaries and ranked choice voting
(RCV) are the best ways to achieve this, and as a Republican, I've seen firsthand
how these systems benefit our party and our state.”
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Washington primaries could be improved with ranked choice voting Bailey
Bowman, FairVote (8/21) “For the third election cycle in a row, Washington
State voters may find themselves unable to vote for a candidate from their party
for a statewide office. [Washington’s top-two voting system] can effectively ‘lock
out’ large groups of voters months before the general election, leaving them with
no member of their party in the race...”

Five ways ranked-choice voting_could help climate action Shannon Grimes,
Sightline Institute (WA) (8/16) "More women and people of color, who tend to
care more about climate commitments than average, are more likely to be elected
under ranked choice voting, which increases opportunities for action that centers
impacted communities that are often underrepresented in climate policy
conversations.”

Save the Date!
September is FairVote Washington’s 6th Birthday, so we're throwing a party!

Please join us online on Wednesday, September 18th to celebrate the
ranked-choice voting community and all that we’ve done together to
build the movement for better elections here in Washington.
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"Roadmap To Gratitude:
FairVote Washington's
Birthday Party!

What: FairVote Washington’s Birthday Party
When: Wednesday, Sept 18 - 6pm-7pm
Where: Zoom + House Parties
RSVP HERE

This is a hybrid event. We hope you'll join us online...with some friends! Please let
us know if you’re willing to host a small gathering that evening - or if
you'd like to attend one. If you're interested in hosting, or just want to talk it
through, please respond to this email!

By working together, we've passed RCV for municipal primaries in Seattle, mobilized
hundreds of volunteers, lobbied our state representatives, shared our ideas in the
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press, and helped thousands of Washingtonians understand how RCV is an
important political solution to our common challenges.

Join us on September 18th to celebrate all you've done, all we've done together -
and how far we've come together!

Dreaming of Democracy

Are you ready to pitch in to help grow political support for RCV with elected
officials, reach more voters through our public education programs, and support
growing our networks of RCV advocates and champions? Join us as a Democracy
Dreamenr All it takes is a monthly donation of $5, $10, or $50. Your financial
support makes it possible - thank you!

Thank You

We're grateful to be working with you to bring ranked-choice voting to Washington
- for a brighter future for us all. Have a safe and happy Labor Day!

Sincerely,

Lisa Ayrault
Executive Director
FairVote Washington

Connect With Us: Contact Info:

info@fairvotewa.org

FairVote Washington
P.O. Box 395
Bothell, WA 98041
United States
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